Reading the literature
• Don't spend too much time reading marginally relevant material.
• Evaluate how applicable each source is, and the amount that you reference the study should be directly related to how applicable it is.
• Make note of everything in the article that is applicable to your research, even if you don't know if you will use the material.
• Bem (1995) noted that "authors of literature reviews are at risk for producing mindnumbing lists of citations and findings that resemble a phone book -impressive case, lots of numbers, but not much plot"(p. 172).
• A lit review should not just summarize the sources, but also synthesize, analyze, and evaluate them.
• Synthesis -Re-organization of the ideas.
• It should be organized around ideas, not the sources themselves. Connect the sources together.
• Identify why the information being presented is of importance.
• Make an outline before you begin writing.
Writing the literature review
• Keep your own voice.
• Use quotes sparingly.
• Revise. Revise. Revise.
Avoid
• Falsification -misrepresenting the work of others.
• Fabrication -presenting speculations or general claims of others as if they were facts.
• Sloppiness -not providing correct citations.
• Plagiarism -the act of knowingly using another person's work and passing it off as your own. Source: Hart (1998 
